English 10

World Authors

2010-2011 Course Syllabus

Mrs. Caid
What is this class all about?

English 10 is a course dedicated to exploring several big themes in literature and life through class discussion, writing, reading, and other activities.  Throughout this class, you will have the opportunity to engage in many different activities, like class discussion, independent reading and connecting, media analysis, writing, and many other diverse things.  Like most of your other traditional English classes, the emphasis will be on literature and communication through speaking and writing.

Classroom rules and guidelines:
It all comes down to 

RESPECT and RESPONSIBILITY

You are expected to respect every person in this class, every opinion in this class, every comment in this class, and every thing in this class.  That does not mean that you will always agree with everything, and that’s okay!  But it does mean that you can consider thoughtfully the feelings and possessions of other people in the room without trampling over those things.  You have a right to your own thoughts, opinions, feelings and possessions, and you also have a right to be respected by others in the room.  We cannot get anything done in this class if that one premise is ignored.

You are also responsible for your own learning.  I do not “give” grades—you will earn them.  I will happily provide you with opportunities to learn many new and interesting things, but I cannot force you to learn those things.  You need to take the responsibility of your own learning into your own hands.  That means coming to class fully prepared, doing every assignment, asking questions when you do not understand, and participating fully in discussion so that you can share your unique perspective with the rest of us.  
These two things, RESPECT and RESPONSIBILITY, go hand in hand.  If you respect all of the people in the room, including me and including yourself, you will take the responsibility to do your very best at all times.  In return, I will do my very best to help you when you need help and to prepare you to succeed in every aspect of this class; however, I am not a magical mind reader.  I need to know when you don’t understand something, when you have a problem, or when I could do something else to help you succeed.  (
Here is a list of the basic rules and their possible consequences.  Please realize that for repeated offenses, the consequences may increase.

Rule 1:  Be quiet when I’m talking

Consequence:  Stay after class, detention
Rule 2:  Be on time—Tardies count!

Consequence:    1st & 2nd offenses- verbal 

  warning, notice sent home


  3rd offense- notice sent home, 

  detention with me


  4th offense- Wed. detention
*See handbook for additional consequences.

Rule 3:  No put-downs or swearing

Consequence:  Conference with me after class, detention

Rule 4:  No sleeping or putting your head down
Consequence:  Stand up for duration of class, stay after class, detention.
I anticipate that you will not have a problem understanding and following my rules and guidelines; however, if an issue does arise that is not covered within these basic rules and consequences, you will generally receive a verbal warning, followed by a 20-30 minute (hard labor!) detention with me either before or after school.
What will we do in this class?
Just like in any other English class, you can expect to be reading and/or writing every day and even every night for homework.  We will focus on several themes throughout the year.  Here is a flexible list of what we may be doing during our time together this year:

· Thematic focus on a variety of world literature, including fiction, non-fiction, poetry and drama

· Big readings:  To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, The Tragedy of Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare, and A Separate Peace by John Knowles

· Public Speaking:  Formal (memorization and recitation of a passage from Caesar) and Informal

· Writing:  Writing logs, reading responses, character analysis, personal narrative essay, character poetry, artistic connections, general essays and responses
· Media Awareness:  Film analysis, Internet exploration and analysis, news articles, editorials

· Reading comprehension strategies and activities

· Vocabulary assignments and quizzes

· Grammar and writing style focuses

What should I bring to class?

Please come prepared!  Besides the obvious things that you should bring to class every day (an open mind, your literature book, and a writing utensil), you will also need a three-ring binder with tabbed dividers (5 dividers).  Please see me if you have a problem getting these things.

Your binder dividers will be labeled as follows:


~Literature


~Writing & Spelling Demons

~Grammar/Style


~Vocabulary


~Miscellaneous 
How will my grade be calculated?

As I mentioned earlier, your grade is earned through your efforts; it is not a gift from me to you based upon something random or abstract.  Each assignment is worth points.  All of the points you earn are added together and divided by the total number possible to determine your percentage.  This is the grade you earn.  If you are on the brink of earning a higher grade, then you need to work harder to earn that grade—I will not “bump up” your grade.  Extra credit will not be available.  Plan to do all of the required work in order to succeed.  With this in mind, please realize that this class is not designed to be impossible; however, it’s VERY simple—if you do not do your work, you will not pass.
· You may check your grade once a week on the printout on the back board.  I will use your student ID number to post your grade so that it will be listed anonymously.  If you need a printed progress report to take home for the fridge, please let me know at the beginning of the hour.  You will always have an opportunity to be aware of your grade—it should never come as a surprise to you.  Please be aware that I also send progress reports home randomly and periodically throughout the semester.

· I do not accept late work.  I know that we all have bad days or other obligations, but you are SOPHOMORES in high school.  You have an obligation to be responsible for handing in your own papers and managing your own grade at this point in your lives.  You will receive one “Oops Coupon” per semester which entitles you to turn in an assignment one class period late.  Remember though, that I am human, too.  If something disastrous happens (this does not include printer problems or computer melt-down… plan ahead for these things!), please see me.  Communication is the key to success!

· If you are absent it is your responsibility to figure out what you missed and make it up within two class periods of your absence.  Failure to do so will result in missing assignments, which will negatively affect your grade.  You should check the binder on the front table after absences—this binder contains instructions and any handouts given.  If you know that you will be absent in advance, please see me—I am organized enough to let you know what you need to do in order to be caught up when you return.

· Plagiarism is a no-no!  The plagiarism policy in your planner will be strictly enforced.  If you copy someone else’s work (or allow someone else to copy your work), plan to receive a zero.  If you turn in undocumented work that you did not create, undocumented ideas that you did not think, undocumented products that are not your own, you will receive a zero for the work.  Penalties will continue to increase if you continue to plagiarize and may include failure of the marking period.  I know that you have the knowledge in your own head to do the work that I expect in this class—please trust your own skills!  Also, there is no magical “right answer” for most of the work we do in this class—it requires you to think your own thoughts and be able to express them so that others can comprehend them and respond to them intelligently.
· Hall passes:  You will receive eight hall passes per semester that can be used to go to your locker, the restroom, drinking fountain, etc.  You may not leave class without one of these passes—don’t even ask!
· I am easy to contact.  Please feel free to email, phone, or see me in person if you have a question or a concern.

School phone:  756-9541 extension 1111

Email:  hcaid@rivervalleyschools.org
Planning hour:  3rd Hour
